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Data Loss Prevention (DLP) is a vital tool for any industry that handles
sensitive data. Whether it’s financial records, legal documents, or
confidential client information, DLP helps ensure businesses in
manufacturing, law, accounting, finance and other sectors keep
valuable data safe against accidental or malicious breaches. By

enforcing policies across email, cloud storage, and other P
collaboration platforms, DLP can help your organization prevent data = ~ >
breaches, stay fully compliant with regulations, and protect your

reputation — essential in today’s digital-first world. Below we’ll

explore DLP and see how it benefits businesses of all types.

Specifically, DLP is a set of technologies and policies that aim to detect, prevent, and respond to
potential data breaches or the unauthorized sharing of sensitive data through:

® Cyberattacks

e Malware

* Rogue Insider Risks (employees, vendors, & partners)
¢ Unintentional Exposure

¢ Phishing Scams

°* Ransomware

Businesses implement DLP systems to identify and classify sensitive information like financial
records, personal information, and intellectual property and then apply proactive, protective
measures to ensure these aren’t leaked, lost, or accessed without permission. In practice, DLP
works through a blend of technology and workplace culture.

DLP tools monitor and restrict the movement of sensitive data as it moves across platforms, e.g.
email to cloud storage. These tools encrypt data and enforce policies to stop it being shared and
read without permission. These tools will then automatically alert relevant parties about a
potential data breach and provide a record for auditing and compliance purposes. Employees are
also required to do their bit by following the best practices for data handling and reporting
suspicious activities to security teams.

Compliance and Data Loss Prevention

Staying compliant is one of the biggest drivers for implementing Data Loss Prevention measures.
Many industries are governed by strict compliance regulations that require the protection of
sensitive information. Laws such as HIPAA, PCI DSS, and GDPR mean organizations have a duty to
secure data from unauthorized access or loss and failure to do so can result in enormous fines
and significant reputational damage.

While this may sound daunting, integrating a DLP system is made easy thanks to dedicated DLP
tools. These help keep your business on the right side of compliance laws by preventing data
exposure and monitoring data activities across your entire business. This means issues are
addressed quickly, before violations occur. DLP tools simplify and automate much of the
monitoring and reporting process that is necessary for audits. This reduces the number of
administrative tasks needed, saving time, eliminating mistakes, and keeping businesses ever
ready for regulatory scrutiny.
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http://www.onlinects.com/
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/index.html
https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/
https://gdpr.eu/what-is-gdpr/
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Data Loss Prevention in the Remote Work Era

As remote and hybrid work becomes commonplace, safeguarding sensitive information has
become more important than ever. Employees working remotely can access business information
using a host of different devices. This can pose a data risk due to information travelling outside of
the workplace network. For remote or hybrid companies, this means a greater risk of data
exposure. Issues such as insecure networks, compromised devices, or human error mean such
businesses carry an increased chance of running afoul of data compliance laws.

Fortunately, Data Loss Prevention measures help mitigate such risks by continually monitoring
the movement of data, across all devices, networks, and locations. Only authorized employees
and other parties can access data according to preset policies. Throughout a data journey, DLP
tools keep information encrypted so only authorized parties can read and access information,
logging each movement for company and regulatory compliance along the way.

Industries that face Unique Data Loss Prevention Challenges

While all businesses should take data protection seriously, some industries face more complex
Data Loss Prevention challenges than others. This is due to the highly sensitive nature of the
data they handle. Such sectors should ensure they implement robust security measures to ensure
critical information is protected and their business remains compliant with industry regulations.

Manufacturing: Intellectual property, design blueprints, and sensitive supplier information
should all be protected from industrial espionage and accidental leaks. DLP ensures such
proprietary data remains private and secure throughout a production lifecycle by actively
monitoring email, cloud storage, and other communication channels in real time.

Financial data, tax records, and client account info are all highly sensitive
information that could do untold damage if leaked. As such they are subject to the strictest
regulations. DLP systems are designed to help such accounting firms keep financial data safe,
prevent unauthorized access and stay compliant.

In the financial sector, data such as client investment, financial reports, and
transaction info are all considered trade secrets that can be high-frequency targets for breaches
and data-theft. Data Loss Protection helps safeguard this information and stay compliant with
regulations like GDPR and PCI-DSS (Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard). DLP tools
monitor data and protect Personally Identifiable Information (PIl) as well as other critical

financial data.
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Legal documents, case files, and client information are all highly sensitive information.
A breach of such data could land a law firm in big trouble, violating multiple compliance
regulations. DLP tools are used by savvy law firms to enforce policies across the entire firm,
preventing unauthorized access to case files and client records, as well as monitoring email and
communications to block data leaks or unauthorized sharing of information.

Implementing an Effective DLP Strategy

A strong Data Loss Prevention strategy is essential
for safeguarding sensitive data and ensuring
compliance. By focusing on the key factors of data
classification, policy enforcement, and employee
training, all businesses can minimize their risk of
data leaks and protect sensitive information from
breaches of leaks.

Assess Sensitive Data: Identify and classify all
sensitive data within your organization, e.g. client
info, financial records, intellectual property.

Set Clear Policies: Develop DLP policies that clearly
define what constitutes “sensitive” data and how it
should be handled across different platforms
within your business. Decide who should have
access to what kind of data and when.

Monitor Data Movement: Use DLP tools to
monitor the movement and access of data across
email, cloud storage, collaboration applications,
ensuring DLP policies are enforced.

Routinely train staff on the
importance of DLP, best data practices, and how
they can help prevent data breaches.

Performing regular audits gives
your business a chance to review and refine DLP
policies for new security threats and missed
vulnerabilities.
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At CTS, we specialize in helping companies implement tailored DLP solutions that
safeguard sensitive data and ensure compliance. Contact us today to learn how we
can help secure your organization’s future.
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